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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION  

LAW STUDENT DIVISION  

 

Sponsored by: Teclesha Blanchard 

Co-Sponsored by: Nicholas Agyevi-Armah, Sarah Myers, Jacob Kenter 

 

REPORT TO THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED that the American Bar Association (“ABA”) strongly urges all law schools to 

freeze tuition, or reverse tuition increases to the term prior where an instance such as 

global or national emergency did not exist, until such time that law schools return to 

normal operation. Furthermore, the ABA requires that all law schools provide the 

rationale for raising tuition and fees on law students during the COVID-19 pandemic 

through the form of an explanatory memorandum that includes but is not limited to: (1) 

the reason for the increase; and (2) the planned usage of the funds. 
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REPORT 

Introduction 

Amid widespread societal unrest—due to the continued oppression of Black Americans 

and the lingering effects (and, now, resurgence) of COVID-19—law schools across the 

nation have done the unconscionable: increased tuition and/or student fees. While we 

understand the capitalistic structures our law schools operate within, there has been no 

greater need than now for economic consistency for students. As many of us grapple 

with safety, health, and wellness concerns during these uncertain times, it is 

inappropriate for law schools to capitalize on that uncertainty, especially when the 

learning environments (i.e., online/hybrid teaching) these institutions will provide this 

Fall semester might fail to meet the academic standards students expect. 

We, however, understand our law schools’ struggles: institutions across the nation have 

faced detrimental financial losses as students transition to the online academic 

environment and many law schools are tasked with manufacturing creative pedagogical 

practices that mirror best in-person practices. As they build repositories of learning and 

teaching resources for their law school communities, thus boldly showcasing admirable 

consideration for their students, many of these institutions are simultaneously 

brandishing their students as cash cows, inflicting drastic tuition hikes to recoup for lost 

profits. 

Students should not and cannot be expected to cover these costs, especially while 

dealing with the extensive emotional trauma and mental anguish suffered as a result of 

the pandemic and recent societal events. The economic and environmental fallout has 

left many law students—some of whom are already in precarious financial situations—

without any alternative but to increase their debt load to fund tuition and/or student fee 

increases. This significant financial burden is further compounded by an anticipated 

decrease in educational value: intuitively curious and intellectually hungry law students 

are now tucked away in corners across the globe, trudging through their academically 

arduous law school curriculums in isolation.  

The disastrous effects of COVID-19 and recent societal effects, paired with the 

anticipated depreciation in value of students’ educational experience warrants nothing 

less than a complete freeze of tuition and student fees, or reverse of increases, at all 

ABA-accredited law schools. Thus, this resolution proposes that the ABA: 
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(1) Strongly urges ABA-accredited law schools to freeze tuition and student 

fees, and reverse any increases in tuition, for the 2020-21 academic year; 

and 

(2) Requires ABA-accredited law schools electing to raise tuition and fees for 

the 2020-21 academic year to provide memorandum to the law school 

community outlining the reasoning and uses for the raise. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic initially hit the United States, the paramount concern 

expressed by most law schools was the health and safety of their students. Thus, most 

schools expeditiously moved to an online format, disregarding the profitability of that 

decision for the sake of students’ well-being. We implore law schools to once again 

address students’ needs before their own, and we ask the ABA to hold these law 

schools accountable. The ABA must protect law students across the country from the 

drastic financial exploitation they are subject to at ABA-accredited institutions during this 

time of immense uncertainty. 

The ABA should strongly urge ABA-accredited law schools to freeze tuition and 

fees, or reverse any increases, for the 2020-2021 academic year 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has placed a financial burden on both individuals and 

institutions,1 higher education institutions, which pull in millions of dollars in revenue 

each year, are better suited to bear the costs than students. Regardless of any raise in 

tuition, institutions will have to make difficult decisions, but many are finding ways to 

manage their losses in revenue2 without increasing the already burdensome cost to 

students. Institutions should implement a tuition freeze or reverse increases because 

they are better equipped to manage the losses. 

By raising tuition, students will suffer not only this year, but for many years in the future 

as they struggle to pay off student debt. While it will not be painless, most institutions 

will survive this crisis, whereas students who are unable to meet this increased burden 

will be forced to take out additional student loans, defer, or leave law school altogether. 

On average, undergraduate students graduate with $29,000 in student loans,3 and law 

students graduate with $115,000 in student loans.4 During an average year, even with a 

 
1 Andrew DePietro, Impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) on College Tuition and Finances, FORBES, June 2, 
2020, https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewdepietro/2020/06/02/impact-covid-19-tuition-
finance/#8a57a1f4b883. 
2 Andy Fies & James Hill, Coronavirus Pandemic Brings Staggering Losses to Colleges and Universities, 
ABC NEWS, Apr. 28, 2020, https://abcnews.go.com/Business/coronavirus-pandemic-brings-staggering-
losses-colleges-universities/story?id=70359686. 
3 Abigail Hess, How Student Debt Became a $1.6 Trillion Crisis, CNBC, June 12, 2020, 
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/12/how-student-debt-became-a-1point6-trillion-crisis.html. 
4 Greg Depersio, Is Going to Law School Worth It Anymore?, INVESTOPEDIA, Feb. 19, 2020, 
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/082416/going-law-school-worth-it-
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good job market, this is a difficult obligation to meet, however, current graduates will not 

be entering a strong job market. The 2020-21 academic year is anything but an 

“average” year; therefore, additional debt will inevitably force some students to quit 

before they get further behind on payments, whereas law schools will always have an 

influx of young advocates eagerly waiting in the wings.  

Most, if not all, institutions will be online or a hybrid version this Fall, and students 

should not be charged more for this. While the differences in both cost and quality 

between online-only and in-person learning likely vary between institutions,5 the value 

that students receive is decreased everywhere by online learning. In such an 

environment, students have limited access to faculty, the inability to utilize facilities 

despite paying a high premium for access, and, for some, inequitable learning 

conditions due to the lack of accommodations for students with differing abilities or 

disparate access to resources and an environment conducive to learning. 

Institutions should take all steps possible to avoid an increase in tuition. Many schools 

have already taken these steps and have guaranteed their students a tuition freeze for 

the upcoming year.6 Temple University School of Law, for example, has taken such 

measures. “More than 80% of Temple’s law students have some financial need, as 

defined by federal guidelines, and more than 40% have full financial need,” the Dean of 

the Law School cites.7 This widespread reliance on federal aid influenced Temple’s 

decision to maintain its tuition rate, saving its students from adding to an 

insurmountable debt load. While it may be too late for some universities to reverse their 

tuition increase, they should consider issuing students a tuition credit for the upcoming 

semester, which would also help to keep students enrolled, as financial pressures will 

be felt long after the pandemic subsides.  

 
anymore.asp#:~:text=The%20majority%20of%20law%20school,salary%20comes%20in%20much%20les
s.. 
5 But see Scott Galloway, Higher Ed: Enough Already, PROF GALLOWAY, June 26, 2020, 
https://www.profgalloway.com/higher-ed-enough-
already?fbclid=IwAR0SAoOb0gUpyoqKqrSYBJdcXpCj4FR1MAL6wq3t49saAsFEwHkDCaihrC8. 
6 Jessica Dickler, Colleges Consider a Tuition Freeze Amid Pandemic, CNBC, May 7, 2020, 
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/07/colleges-consider-a-tuition-freeze-amid-pandemic.html; Rick Seltzer, 
Pricing Pressures Escalate, INSIDE HIGHER ED, Apr. 27, 2020, 
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2020/04/27/tuition-freezes-and-cuts-show-colleges-and-
universities-are-face-downward-price; Susan Snyder, Area Universities Move to Freeze 2020-21 Tuition, 
Given Impact of the Coronavirus, THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, Apr. 27, 2020, 
https://www.inquirer.com/education/temple-tuition-freeze-penn-state-rutgers-west-chester-coronavirus-
20200427.html. 
7Lizzy McLellan, Temple Law School Proposes Tuition Freeze Amid COVID-19, THE LEGAL 

INTELLIGENCER, May 11, 2020, https://www.law.com/thelegalintelligencer/2020/05/11/temple-law-school-
proposes-tuition-freeze-amid-covid-19/.  
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Require ABA-accredited law schools electing to raise tuition and fees for the 

2020-21 academic year to provide memorandum to the law school community 

outlining the reasoning and uses for the raise 

Though some law schools have already taken the steps to freeze tuition (and while it is 

in the best interest of all students that tuition across the nation be frozen), we understand 

that some law schools may not be able to freeze tuition for the 2020-21 academic year. 

These law schools, however, should not be able to raise students’ tuition and/or student 

fees without providing a detailed  explanation for the increase. The ABA must encourage 

law schools to be transparent and, thus, require ABA-accredited law schools to publish 

memorandum highlighting the intended use of additional funds along with an explanation 

of their purpose. This level of transparency will at least help students feel more 

comfortable about the decision, allowing them to better understand how their school is  

working to protect their interests. 

 

While disclosure of the reasons for increasing tuition will not alleviate the frustration and 

financial difficulty that many students currently face in the wake of COVID-19 and recent 

societal events, it will allow students to further understand the financial position of their 

school. Law schools will likely suffer the effects of negative publicity as a result of the 

increased tuition, and this negative publicity will only be further exacerbated if reasons for 

the increase are ambiguous or vague. By disclosing their rationale, law schools will put 

both incoming and current students at greater ease, and students will likely have more 

faith in the transparency and leadership of their law school. Given the increased debt load 

many students will likely incur as a result of heightened tuition and/or student fees, law 

schools must, at the very minimum, provide information regarding their decision-making 

process.  

 

On June 29, 2020, the drafters of this proposal sent out a survey to SBA Presidents and 

law students, inquiring about the status of their institution’s tuition and/or student fees. 

While many of them (nearly 42.9% of respondents) indicated that their law school 

increased tuition, a significant number of respondents (72%) indicated  that their 

respective law schools did not give a justification for the raise in tuition. If the increase in 

tuition is the result of the COVID-19 pandemic and is necessary for the institution, it is 

essential that the law school share that information with its student body. If the law school 

is just continuing a policy of yearly tuition increases, it is imperative that students be 

informed about the law school’s choice to capitalize on the immense uncertainty clouding 

contemporary circumstances.  

 

Students are more likely to understand tuition and/or student fee increases if conducted 

for the sake of advancing pedagogical interests and promoting educational equity but will 

likely be more critical of a tuition and/or student fee increase that funds non-essential 
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“amenities” that have become part of the law school experience. Students need 

information from their institutions to make such evaluations, and such information can be 

easily presented in memorandum format by these institutions. Both institutions and 

students know that COVID-19 has caused hardships in the educational sphere and that 

we must work together to make it through these tumultuous times. Students, however, 

cannot be expected to enter into a partnership with an entity that is withholding information 

pertinent to accountability procedures. 

 

Conclusion 

As the start of the fall semester looms ahead, it is paramount that the ABA addresses 

the tuition and/or student fee increase many law schools across the nation are inflicting 

upon students. As students struggle with learning in an unfamiliar, more isolated 

educational environment, it is increasingly important that homeostatic institutional traits 

are maintained throughout these trying times. As such, though law schools may be 

experiencing some financial insecurity, students’ pockets should not, and cannot, be a 

source of liquidity and tuition, and/or student fees must be frozen for the 2020-21 

academic year. We implore the ABA to strongly urge that ABA-accredited law schools 

freeze tuition and fees, or reverse increases, for the 2020-21 academic year and require 

ABA-accredited law schools electing to raise tuition and fees for the 2020-21 academic 

year to provide memorandum to the law school community outlining the reasoning and 

planned usage for such a raise. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teclesha Blanchard, SBA President  

Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Class 

of 2021 

Primary Sponsor 

Tecleshab@gmail.com  

(281) 917-4178 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nicholas Agyevi-Armah, SBA 

President 

William & Mary Law School, Class of 

2021 

Secondary Sponsor  

nsagyeviarmah@email.wm.edu 

(240) 401-0113 

 

mailto:Tecleshab@gmail.com
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Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Myers, SBA President  

University of Arizona, James E. Rogers 

College of Law, Class of 2021 

Secondary Sponsor  

sarahmyers@email.arizona.edu  

(314) 471-8424 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacob Kenter, SBA President 

Seton Hall University School of Law, 

Class of 2021 

Secondary Sponsor  

jacob.kenter@student.shu.edu 

(217) 343-0803 

 

Dated July 1, 2020 

 

 

 

 


