
Virtual Office Hours: Writing Law School 
Outlines
With Heather Buck from JD Advising 
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I. Introduction to Outlining: Five Key 
Outlining Strategies 
• Outline early
• Class notes most important resource
• Make your own outline
• Do not type up your class notes and call it your “outline.”
• Organize your outline in a way that makes sense.
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II. A Guide to Outlining 
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1. Identify the overall 
structure of the outline.



2. Start with the first issue (e.g. offer, above) 
and find the rules that go with that issue.
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3. Break down 
the rules into 
manageable 
parts.
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4. Add cases 
(or at least 
the rules from 
cases)!
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5. Use hypothetical 
examples or 
important points 
your professor 
made in class to 
illustrate a rule.
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6. Identify and draw 
attention to the 
minority rules, 
exceptions to the 
rules, and the parts 
of law that are 
unsettled.
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7. Add pictures and 
visual aids to help 
you understand and 
retain the material.
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8. Avoid the 
common mistake 
of writing your 
outline around 
the cases.
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Helpful Tips for 
Outlining
• Start early!

• Class notes are most 
important resource

• Make your own outline

• Do not simply type up your 
class notes

• Length doesn’t matter

11



III. Review Your Outline
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Strategy for success no. 1: actively and repeatedly 
review your outline

(a) Use a variety of techniques to review your 
outline.

(b) Repeat, repeat, repeat.
(c) Take breaks and stay healthy.



III. Review Your Outline
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Strategy for success no. 2: 
review your outline with the 
final exam in mind



IV. So, I Have My Outline . . . Now What Do I 
Do with My Notes, Case Briefs, Etc.?
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V. Should I Prepare Any Differently 
for Open -Book Exams?
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JD Advising Services
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• Law school

• Bar exam

• Benefits to members



Upcoming Virtual Office 
Hours with JD Advising
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How to Excel on Law School Exams: 11/11/2021, 2 p.m. ET

8 Essential Tips for First Time Bar Exam Takers: 03/24/2022, 
2 p.m. ET



Contact
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info@jdadvising.com

248-228-5547 

www.jdadvising.com

mailto:info@jdadvising.com
http://www.jdadvising.com/
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