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8 Essential Tips for First-Time Bar Takers 

If you are preparing to take the bar exam soon or if you are looking to get ahead, these tips 
are easy to implement to make sure you are on track to pass the bar exam the first time. 

1. Work on memorization.  

Many commercial courses do not emphasize memorization. One of the biggest mistakes 
we see first-time bar exam takers make is that they go right from lecture to practicing 
problems. Instead, you should set aside time each day to memorize your bar exam 
outlines. We have some tips on how to memorize your bar exam outlines here. 

While this may seem like a simple tip, it is one of our best pieces of advice for first-time bar 
exam takers. It is often overlooked, and many students spend a lot of their time 
inefficiently because they have not yet memorized their bar exam outlines. 

2. Speed up your lectures if you are not an auditory learner.  

Most students watch video lectures as part of their bar review course. And many watch 
these lectures from home. Most commercial courses have hours upon hours of lectures to 
listen to. This is fine if you are an auditory learner and if the fill-in-the-blanks style works 
well for you. But most law students are visual learners and do not find the lecture style 
helpful. If you fall into this category, watch the lectures on 1.5 or 2x speed. This way, you 
can spend more of your time studying in a way that is productive for you. 

3. Memorize one outline per subject.  

Some courses give outlines, mini outlines, lecture handouts, etc. and students try to 
memorize three or five outlines per subject. For example, they will review the Real Property 
mini outline. Then the 200-page long Real Property outline. Then they’ll listen to a lecture 
and review their Real Property lecture handout. Or they try to combine all three of these 
into one outline. That is simply not efficient. One of our biggest pieces of advice for first-
time bar exam takers is to use one outline per subject. Do not cross-reference multiple 
different outlines. You will drive yourself crazy and lose precious study time.  

  

https://jdadvising.com/memorize-bar-exam-outlines/
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4. Use released MBE questions.  

Many students do not know that there are real MBE questions available. They also do not 
know that most commercial courses do not provide these real questions. (Hint: If your 
course does not regularly brag about providing real MBE questions, that means they 
probably don’t provide them!) 

A great piece of advice for first-time bar exam takers is to make sure you get your hands on 
some released questions and you will be much more prepared for the style of the MBE 
than if you simply use questions made up by a bar review company. 

Find out now if your course offers released questions by asking their general email. If the 
answer is no, it is a good idea to invest in real, released MBE questions before starting bar 
prep. 

5. Personalize your schedule.  

Many bar review courses have a general schedule to follow. And it is generally a good idea 
follow this to stay on track, so you do not fall behind and get overwhelmed. However, 
remember that you know yourself much better than a bar review course. So, if you need to 
spend more time on Evidence and less time on Torts, add it into your schedule! Or, if you 
know you struggle with essays, assign yourself more essays than the course tells you to 
complete. 

Do not be afraid to modify something that does not look like it’s going to work. You want to 
make sure you are doing what is best for you. 

6. Do not rewrite outlines or retype them verbatim. 

While you need to actively review your outlines (see tip #1), simply rewriting or retyping 
outlines is not enough. That is a way to feel productive without actually being productive. (It 
is productive to reorganize outlines and rewrite them if you are quizzing yourself on them, 
but simply retyping an outline verbatim is not a good use of your time!) 

We see a lot of first-time bar exam takers fall into this “rewriting” habit. And it is one you 
want to avoid! 

  

https://jdadvising.com/find-real-mbe-questions/
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7. Do not try to condense all of your outlines into flashcards.  

Flashcards have a time and place, but you should not transcribe everything into a flashcard. 
(See this bar exam flashcards story here if you want to learn more about that!) 

Many first-time takers have good intentions of actively reviewing flashcards, but they spend 
so long making them and find there is little time to actually review! So, avoid this from the 
outset! If you are going to make flashcards, make them for specific topics you struggle with. 
Don’t make a flashcard for everything. 

8. Remember your goal is to pass the bar exam—not complete a 
certain percentage of your course.  

Many students call us and talk about how close they are to completing their commercial 
course. Or they start spending time on activities that don’t really help them just because 
they want to see their course completion meter go up. 

And it is in some ways very good to see how much of a course you completed because it 
can keep you accountable. (Also, make sure to ask your course whether they make you 
complete a certain percentage to ask for a free course should you fail—different courses 
have different restrictions.) 

However, if you find yourself going through the motions for the sake of checking 
something off your to-do list, take a break and remind yourself of your ultimate goal: To 
pass the bar exam. Not to complete a commercial course. Keeping this in mind should help 
you make sure your time is spent as efficiently as possible. 

What else can I do now to prepare for the bar exam? 

1. Start your bar application early 

Completing the application to your state’s bar will be a time-consuming process so, we 
recommend that you start early. You will likely have to provide multiple documents 
including your birth certificate, your driving record, addresses of past residences, past 
places of employment, and your transcripts. Many states also require multiple character 
references. Because it can take time to gather this information, starting early can help you 
to get this step out of the way so you can focus on studying!  

2. Be aware of the costs associated with the bar exam 

https://jdadvising.com/bar-exam-flash-cards-story/
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There are many costs associated with taking the bar exam—from the bar prep course to 
taking the bar exam itself! Also, most students have to rent a hotel room to stay near the 
testing center. Figure out all these costs early and budget accordingly! 

3. Learn more about the bar exam you are taking 

You could be taking the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) or a state-specific bar exam, depending 
on the state(s) you want to be licensed in. First, check if your state(s) administer the UBE or 
another exam, and then learn more about the format and subjects tested on that exam! 

General info about the UBE: 

The UBE is administered by the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE). Three 
sections make up the UBE: the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE), the Multistate Essay Exam (MEE), 
and the Multistate Performance Test (MPT). 

 

 

A Breakdown of the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE)

Multistate Performance 
Test (MPT): 20%

Multistate Essay Exam  
(MEE): 30%

Multistate Bar Exam 
(MBE) 50%

Each of the two MPTs are worth 
10% of your score. 

Each of the six MEEs are worth 
5% of your score. 

175 MBE questions are worth 
50% of your score. 

20%

30%

50%
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Multistate Essay Exam 
(MEE) 

Multistate Performance Test 
(MPT) 

Multistate Bar Exam  

(MBE) 
The MEE consists of six, 30-
minute essay questions and 
is worth 30% of your total 
score. 
The following subjects may 
appear on MEE questions:  
Civil Procedure, 
Constitutional Law, Contracts 
and Sales, Criminal Law and 
Procedure, Evidence, Real 
Property, Torts, Agency and 
Partnership, Corporations 
and LLCs, Family Law, 
Conflict of Laws, Decedents’ 
Estates (Wills), Trusts, and 
Secured Transactions. 

The MPT is comprised of two, 90-
minute “real world” legal tasks that 
account for 20% of your overall UBE 
score. 
The MPT does not test any 
substantive legal knowledge. Rather, 
the MPT is designed to evaluate 
certain fundamental skills that new 
lawyers are expected to 
demonstrate regardless of the area 
of law in which the skills are applied. 
Examples of MPT tasks include 
drafting an objective memorandum, 
persuasive brief, or demand letter. 

The MBE is comprised of 200 
multiple-choice questions 
administered over a six-hour 
period. The MBE questions 
cover the following seven 
subject areas, which are 
tested equally (25 scored 
questions per subject): 

• Civil Procedure 
• Constitutional Law 
• Contracts 
• Criminal Law and 

Procedure 
• Evidence 
• Real Property 
• Torts 

 
4. Get the MPRE out of the way 

The MPRE is administered three times a year (March, August, and November). In many 
states, you can only take the bar exam once without character and fitness clearance. This 
also requires a passing MPRE score. Many students regret not taking the MPRE early—or 
not taking it seriously— because if they fail the bar exam, they sometimes have to wait 
another year (or longer if they have additional character and fitness issues) to retake the 
bar exam. 

5. START BAR PREP EARLY! 

It never hurts to get a head start on bar prep! Here are 2 FREE services we offer: 

3L primer course: jdadvising.com/free-3l-bar-exam-primer-course/  

5 min per day series: jdadvising.com/early-bar-prep/  

  

https://jdadvising.com/free-3l-bar-exam-primer-course/
https://jdadvising.com/early-bar-prep/
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Overview of JD Advising’s Products & Services 

MPRE 

• Free MPRE Course: Sign up for our five-star course with expert instruction, top quality 
outlines, and the best practice questions available. Our classes are taught by our MPRE 
expert, Meagan Jabbori, who gets top ratings from students. We don’t just teach you the 
material, we teach you exactly how it’s tested. Our MPRE outline and highly regarded 
MPRE One-Sheet highlight the most highly tested rules so you can spend your time 
studying efficiently. We provide hundreds of MPRE practice questions, so you know you 
are on track to pass. Sign up here!  

• Free resources: Check out all of JD Advising’s free resources on our website, including 
helpful guides, blogs, webinars, and videos! Plus, sign up for our monthly newsletter to 
get updates and helpful information on law school, the MPRE, and the bar exam! 

Bar Exam 

• On Demand Course: This covers both the multiple-choice and essay portion of the 
Uniform Bar Exam (UBE), Michigan Bar Exam or California Bar Exam. It comes with 
tailored outlines, access to prerecorded lectures that you can start and stop at your 
convenience, self-administered quizzes, 10 essays graded by a personal attorney essay 
grader, and released multiple-choice and essay questions!  

• UBE or MI Premium Course: This course comes with everything in the On Demand 
Course plus live lectures (and access to a recording after); three to five essays graded 
weekly by a personal attorney essay grader; the ability to ask questions before, during, 
and after class; graded, simulated final exams; and a list of JD Advising’s official issues 
ripe for testing.  

• Multistate Essay Exam (MEE) On Demand Course: We go over everything that has 
been tested in the seven MEE-only subjects since 1995. We tell you what you absolutely 
must know to ace the MEE! We give you released MEE questions with model answers 
from 2000 to the most recent administration. This is a great supplement to another full-
service bar course!  

• Multistate Bar Exam (MBE) On Demand Course: The MBE Course focuses on the MBE 
subjects only. It includes the MBE One-Sheets, prerecorded lectures for all MBE 
subjects, the MBE Guide, hard copies of all MBE outlines, and over 1,700 released MBE 

https://www.jdadvising.com/mpre-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/
https://www.jdadvising.com/free-resources/
https://www.jdadvising.com/blog/
https://www.jdadvising.com/free-resources/free-webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/c/JDAdvising
https://www.jdadvising.com/newsletter/
https://www.jdadvising.com/uniform-bar-exam-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/uniform-bar-exam-course/
https://jdadvising.com/michigan-bar-exam-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/california-bar-exam-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mee-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mbe-course/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mbe-one-sheets/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mbe-guide/
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questions in our MBE QBank! This is a great supplement to another full-service bar 
course! 

 

Other Bar Exam Resources 

• Private tutoring: we offer personalized, one-on-one tutoring for all portions of the bar 
exam. 

• One-Sheets for the MEE or MBE, which contain important and overlooked tips that give 
students the upper hand on the bar exam. These are our most popular products! 

• Seminars: We offer prerecorded seminars for the MEE, MBE, and MPT. Each seminar 
focuses on the highly tested areas of that section and what is ripe for testing. These are 
popular supplements to another bar review course! 

JD Advising’s Benefits to Law Student Members 

As a premium ABA law student member, you receive: 

• $100 discount on a JD Advising bar exam course 

• $50 discount on law school, MPRE, or bar exam tutoring services 

• Free Law School One-Sheets for all 1L and upper-class courses  

• Access to live, MPRE study groups hosted the weekend prior to each MPRE 

• 10% discount on select JD Advising supplemental products 

o All of JD Advising’s one-sheets, seminars, and guides are eligible for the 
discount. 

Contact 

E-mail: info@jdadvising.com  
Phone: 248-228-5547 
Website: www.jdadvising.com  
Location: 26862 Woodward Avenue, Suite 202, Royal Oak, Michigan 48067 

https://www.jdadvising.com/real-mbe-questions/
https://www.jdadvising.com/bar-exam/private-tutoring/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mee-one-sheets/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mbe-one-sheets/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mee-seminar/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mbe-seminar/
https://www.jdadvising.com/mpt-seminar/
https://www.jdadvising.com/bar-exam-course/?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite
https://www.jdadvising.com/law-school-tutoring-2/?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite
https://www.jdadvising.com/mpre-tutoring/?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite
https://www.jdadvising.com/bar-exam/private-tutoring/?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite
https://jdadvising.com/free-law-school-one-sheets-for-aba-members/
https://forms.gle/tK7MctY2iyt2xeRr9?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite
https://www.jdadvising.com/store/?utm_source=ABA&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=JDAWebsite



