Virtual Office Hours:
8 Essential Tips for First-Time Bar
Takers
With Lisa and Rosie from JD Advising
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8 Essential Tips for First-Time Bar Takers

1. Work on memorization
•

Understand the law, memorize the law, then apply the law.

•

Do not go right from lecture to practice problems.

•

Set aside time each day to memorize.
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2. Speed up your lectures if you
are not an auditory learner
•

If you are an auditory learner, listening to lectures at normal speed may be beneficial
to you.

•

However, most law students are visual learners and do not learn as well from lectures.

•

If you are a visual learner, consider watching the lectures at 1.5 or 2x speed. This way,
you can spend more of your time studying in a way that is productive for you.
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Samples of JD Advising Criminal Law outline:

Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure

3. Memorize
one outline per
subject
•

Do not cross reference
multiple outlines, handouts or
notes.

• Constitutional protections of
accused persons: 12–13

Number of

questions

• Homicide: 3–4 questions
Questions: • Other crimes: 3–4 questions
• Inchoate crimes: 3–4

MBE

25

questions

• General principles of
criminal law: 3–4 questions

Note
Dates in green font
indicate when a
concept was tested on
a Multistate Essay
Exam (MEE) essay and
all examples in green
font come from past
MEEs.

c)

Types of crimes:
i)

CRIMINAL LAW
I. CRIMINAL LAW: General Principles and Elements of a
Crime
1) Principles of prosecution
a) Burden of proof: the prosecution must prove each element of the crime beyond a
reasonable doubt.
b) The four elements of a crime (discussed in detail below) are:
i)

guilty act,

ii) guilty mind,

d) Jurisdiction
i)

iv) concurrence.

Federal courts have jurisdiction over federally owned territory (the District of Columbia)
and over conduct on ships or aircraft.

iii) causation, and

ii) State criminal jurisdiction: a state has jurisdiction if an act or omission that was part of
the crime occurred in the state or the result occurred in that state.
e) Principles
i)

•

Felony—a criminal offense punishable by death or imprisonment for a year or more.

ii) Misdemeanor—a criminal offense punishable by a fine or less than a year in prison.

Void for vagueness doctrine: a statute must provide fair notice of the forbidden
conduct.

Choose and use ONE!

ii) Plain meaning rule: a court must give effect to the plain meaning of the statute, even if
it seems unwise, unless that would lead to injustice or an absurd consequence.
iii) Ambiguous statutes are construed in favor of the defendant.
2) Elements of a crime:
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4. Use released
MBE questions
•

Make sure your course uses real,
released NCBE MBE questions rather
than only course-created questions.

•

You can buy NCBE MBE questions
separately if they are not included in
your course.
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Sample JD Advising Schedule we give to students:

5. Personalize
your schedule
•

Follow your course schedule to help
you stay on track with your studying.

•

However, realize that you may need
to personalize your schedule.
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Sample UBE Study Schedule
Week One
MBE subject 1: Real Property
MEE subject: Real Property
MEE subject: Family Law
MPT: start looking at different kinds
of MPTs

Week Four
Week Seven
MBE subject 4: Civil Procedure
MBE subject 7: Constitutional Law
MEE subject: Civil Procedure
MEE subject: Constitutional Law
MEE subject: Corporations and LLCs MEE subject: Conflict of Laws
MPT: practice opinion letters
MPT: timed MPT (complete two)
*TAKE FULL MBE EXAM and ESSAY
EXAM
Week Two
Week Five
MBE subject 2: Contracts and Sales MBE subject 5: Criminal Law and
Weeks Eight and Nine
MEE subject: Contracts and Sales
Criminal Procedure
Review all subjects these two weeks
MEE subject: Secured Transactions MEE subject: Criminal Law and
*TAKE FULL EXAMS
MPT: practice persuasive briefs
Criminal Procedure
Pack for the bar exam
MEE subject: Decedents’ Estates
Week Three
MPT: practice demand letters
MBE subject 3: Evidence
MEE subject: Evidence
Week Six
MEE subject: Agency and
MBE subject 6: Torts
Partnership
MEE subject: Torts
MPT: practice objective memoranda MEE subject: Trusts
MPT: practice unusual MPT tasks
MPT: timed MPT (complete one)
*TAKE FULL ESSAY EXAM
7
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6. Do not rewrite outlines
or retype them verbatim
•

Simply rewriting or retyping outlines is
not enough. It is just busy work!

•

We see a lot of first-time bar exam takers
fall into this “rewriting” habit. And it is one
you want to avoid!
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7. Do not try to condense all of
your outlines into flashcards
•

Students often spend too much time making flashcards = no time to review!

•

If you are going to make flashcards, make them for specific topics you struggle
with. Do not make flashcards for everything.
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8. Remember your goal is to pass the bar exam—not
complete a certain percentage of your course
•

Course completion % does not necessarily =
passing!

•

Don’t just go through the motions—remember
YOUR GOAL IS TO PASS THE BAR EXAM,
not complete your course!

•

Spend your time as efficiently as possible.
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What else can I do now to prepare for the bar exam?

1. Start your bar application early!
•

Applying for admittance to the your
state’s bar is usually a time-consuming
process that includes a character and
fitness application.

•

If possible, try to complete this process
before you begin your bar exam study.
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2. Be aware of the costs associated with the bar exam
•

Student loans (likely do not cover bar exam) •

•

Application and registration fees =
depending on your state, between $200 to
$1,450

Bar prep courses = between $1,000 to
$3,000

•

Bar prep supplements = between $100 to
$500

•

Moral character applications = using
California as an example, $551

•

Rent and living expenses = gas, food,
entertainment, etc.

•

Exam software = at least $200 (laptop)

•

Airline costs and hotel accommodations
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3. Learn more about the bar exam you are taking
•

You could be taking the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) or a state-specific bar exam, depending on
the state(s) you want to be licensed in.

•

First, check if your state(s) administer the UBE or another exam, and then learn more about the
format and subjects tested on that exam!
General info about the UBE:
The UBE is administered by the National Conference of Bar Examiners
(NCBE). Three sections make up the UBE: the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE), the
Multistate Essay Exam (MEE), and the Multistate Performance Test (MPT).
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A Breakdown of the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE)
Multistate Performance
Test (MPT): 20%
Each of the two MPTs are worth
10% of your score.

Multistate Bar Exam
(MBE) 50%

20%

175 MBE questions are worth
50% of your score.

Multistate Essay Exam
(MEE): 30%

50%

Each of the six MEEs are worth
5% of your score.

30%
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Multistate Essay Exam (MEE)
The MEE consists of six, 30minute essay questions and is
worth 30% of your total score.
The following subjects may
appear on MEE questions:
Civil Procedure, Constitutional
Law, Contracts and Sales,
Criminal Law and Procedure,
Evidence, Real Property, Torts,
Agency and Partnership,
Corporations and LLCs, Family
Law, Conflict of Laws,
Decedents’ Estates (Wills),
Trusts, and Secured
Transactions.

Multistate Performance Test (MPT)

Multistate Bar Exam

(MBE)
The MPT is comprised of two, 90The MBE is comprised of 200
minute “real world” legal tasks that
multiple-choice questions
account for 20% of your overall UBE
administered over a six-hour
score.
period. The MBE questions
The MPT does not test any substantive cover the following seven
legal knowledge. Rather, the MPT
subject areas, which are tested
is designed to evaluate certain
equally (25 scored questions
fundamental skills that new lawyers
per subject):
•
Civil Procedure
are expected to demonstrate
•
Constitutional Law
regardless of the area of law in which
•
Contracts
the skills are applied. Examples of
•
Criminal Law and Procedure
MPT tasks include drafting an
•
Evidence
objective memorandum, persuasive
•
Real Property
brief, or demand letter.
•

Torts
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What else can I do now to prepare for the bar exam?

4. Get the MPRE out of
the way
•

The MPRE is administered three times
a year (March, August, and
November).

•

In many states, you can only take the
bar exam once without character and
fitness clearance. This also requires
passing the MPRE.
Source: https://www.ncbex.org/exams/mpre/registration/
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5. START BAR PREP EARLY!
FREE services:
•

3L primer course: jdadvising.com/free-3l-barexam-primer-course/

•

5 min per day series: jdadvising.com/earlybar-prep/
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JD Advising Services
•

MPRE

•

Bar exam

•

Benefits to members
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Contact
info@jdadvising.com
248-228-5547
www.jdadvising.com
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